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Rotorua Lakes Councilõs Sustainable Transport team have 

worked alongside Mokoia Intermediate, Owhata Primary, 

the Bikes In Schools Trust, NZ Red Cross Rotorua and the 

Mokoia Community Association to create something very 

special on Brent Rd. 

Rotorua is benefitting from a Government focus on cycling 

facilities and a need was identified for safe options for 

Owhata Primary, Mokoia Intermediate and Lakes High 

students.  However, new infrastructure wonõt be enough to 

reassure some parents enough to allow their children to 

ride to school. This is where Bikes In Schools comes in.  

Mary Nicholas, Community Development Worker for Rotorua 

NZ Red Cross is proud to have been part of the Bikes in 

Schools project for Owhata School.  òAfter reading reviews 

from other Schools nationally who have the programme 

operating, it was a no brainer to give the same opportunities 

to the pupils of Owhata School and the wider community.ó 

As a consequence of the Bikes in Schools programme, 

Owhata Primary children now have access to 50 new bikes 

and Mokoia Intermediate 30 bikes, plus helmets and a bike 

track for each school, enabling them to learn and practice 

biking in a safe and controlled environment. Councilõs 

Behaviour Change Consultant, Hugh Bootten, who has been 

teaching students bike and road safety, says the goal is to 

not only teach the children, but also give teachers the 

confidence and skills needed to continue with lessons. 

òThe aim is to encourage more children and their families to 

ride. Along with health and wellbeing benefits, it will also 

mean less congestion at the school gate.ó 

òIt has ticked a lot of boxes when it comes to ôcommunity 

buildingõ through creating opportunities to increase the 

studentsõ skills and knowledge base around riding, and 

maintenance and safety when riding a bike.  The students 

have learnt òon and offó road riding thanks to Hugh 

implementing a bike training programme prior to the 

students actually riding,ó says Mary Nicholas. 

Parents are also involved with the ongoing maintenance of 

the bikes and can be trained to run sessions with the 

students. Neighbouring Mokoia Intermediate has access to 

the riding track and likewise Owhata Primary has access to 

a pump track.  Eventually we would like to see the whole 

community having access to these resources.  Mary also 

said, òThe physical benefits to the students are great too, 

with each class being rostered regular sessions.   

The programme builds self-esteem, confidence and access 

to bikes they might not have had otherwise.ó 

With the Redwoods and cycling tracks at the doorstep, the 

students have endless opportunities to use their new found 

skills, knowledge and experience.  

Cycleway and biking programmes benefit Eastside families. 

Below feedback from children at Owhata Primary. 

¶ ò Weõve learnt how to put our helmets on properly, check   

    the bike before we ride. Itõs awesome!!ó 

¶ òMatua Hugh is awesome, now we have to wait for fine 

weather so we can get on the bikes!!ó 

¶ òIõve only had one ride because of the rain but itõs 

    awesome, I like riding around the track.ó 

Mary would also like to send a huge thankyou to the  

supporting funders Lion Foundation, Southern Trust, Bike 

on NZ Charitable Trust, Lakes DHB and OFOTS (Owhata 

Friends of the School).  Without this generosity the 

programme would have been only a dream. 

Part of the cycleway project servicing these schools 

involved redesigning their drop-off and bus stop areas to 

improve the functionality and safety of these areas. 

On 19 May, Transport Minister Simon Bridges officially 

opened the Brent Rd/Morey Street Cycleway and the Bikes 

in Schools project. 

Rotorua Lakes Council thanks all who have been involved 

in the cycleway project and looks forward to a positive 

ongoing relationship with the local community. 
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